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ome further remarks on future misery. 
The subject of future misery seems to 
ave engrossed the attention of Philoso- 
iers and divines for many centuries. Ma- 
y and warm have been the debates on 
at subject, and those, who haye main- 
ined the doctrine of future misery, have 
en divided in their opinion as to its du- 
tion; many believing it to be endless, 
hile others have supposed it to be limit- 
|. It is, undoubtedly, lawful and consis- 
nt with propriety, that man, who ‘is so 
really concerned in a doctrine so vastly 
portant ; should examine the same with 
i” utmost care, and that this examination 
ould be undertaken and prosecuted not 
ith levity and a vain desire for victory ; 
ut with modesty in the fear of God, hav- 
ig ruth for his object. 

I candidly acknowldge that an utter a- 
ersion ought to be manifested towards all! 
roductions on this subject, which savor, 
the least, of the spirit of that levity, 
hich we have denounced ; and it is to be 


















not in operation? ‘They are in operation 
and always will be; and all the evil both 
natural and: moral, which evils ‘are finite 
in their nature ; are consequently limited 
in their duration, by that goodness, wisdom 
and power, which are infinite. Thus where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound. 

If, in any instances sin and misery are 
to continue endlessly ; then power was 
never exerted to destroy them, nor is 
goodness displayed towards such sinners 
and sufferers, 

Infinite power can never have been ex- 
erted to destroy sin and misery, if, in any 
instance, they are to cortinue endlessly, 





‘neither can goodness ever have been exer- 
‘cised towards those sinners who suffer end- 


lessly. 

Thus reason is opposed to the idea of 
endless sin and misery. é 
| But scripture is opposed conclusively to 
the endless duration of sin and misery: o- 
‘therwise it would not so fully and frequent- 
ily inform us of their endless and entire de- 
















hmented, that, in this day of general in- | struction. We are told that there shall be 
viry and search after truth, there shuuid | no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
eany thing of the kind: but all such de-|&c. Rev. xxi. 4. We read of the finish- 
atures from propriety are a proof, among | ing of transgression and making an end of 
inumerable others, of the imperfections of | sins, and making reconciliation for iniquity, 
1¢ best of men. '&c. Dan. ix. 24. We read of the recoa- 


' 
lt has been a very general remark, and 


ll, who have been witnesses cam attest, | 
i¢ public and private debate on this sub- | 
ct have been, generally, conducted in a 
lanner unbecoming its importante ; scrip- 
ire has been wrested and reason destroy- 
d,rather than to give up a favorite senti- 
heut, or to own that truth, which is con- 
inned both by reason and revelation. 
Reason, to the idea of endless torment 
ud sin, is opposed. ‘That sin and misery 
hould be centinued to an endless duration 
‘teprobated by that reason, with which 
he Almighty lias endowed us: for, being 
ils infinite in duration, they must be in- 
onsistent with the plan of a being, who is 
erfect in goodness, wisdom and power. 
Let infinite goodness wisdom and power 
fo into operation, sin and misery cannot ; 
‘ndlessly continue. But who will say, that ' 
finite goodness, wisdem and power are 
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ciliation of all things to God, both in heay- 
en and earth. Col. i. 20. 2 Corinth. v. 18. 
None of these scriptures can ever be ful- 
filled and endless sin and misery in one 
instance be a reality. 

Thus scripture, equally with reason, is 
opposed to that soul-chilling and God-dis- 
honoring doctrine. 

Some further remarks on future punish- 
ment, but limited as to duration. 

Some have supposed that the idea of the 
last or general judgment is full in proof of 
such punishment. But such a judgment, 
as has been generally believed, must first 
be proved, before it cah confirm the notion 
of future, limited punishment. It is a mis- 
take, which some have made, that the gen- 
eral idea of the judgment, corresponded 
with my own. Ibaveno such idea, ‘The 
judgment is, undoubtedly, during the time 


of every person’s continwance ip this world.. 
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The gospel dispensation, being a time of 
far greater light, than mankind ever be- 
fore enjoyed ; in which sin is made to ap- 
pear exceeding sinful, and the source and 
certainty of deliverence from it exceeding 
clear and evident ; all the purposes of a 
judgment, which we can know, are herein 
fully answered. There is light sufficient 
for condemning every man for sin, and 
leaving him without excuse ; and the same 
light, likewise, is sufficient to excite in eve- 
ry man an hope of salvation. . Thus, as 
men are condemned because light is come 
into the world, so they are prisoners of 
hope for the same reason. 

Now if men, in this life, can read their 
own character and feel their own deserts ; 
if they can entertain hope in the mercy of 
God, and feel the pleasure of forgiveness 5 
what additional idea of a judgment can 
we entertain ? 

It is evident, likewise, that if any need 
a limited punishment after death on ac- 
count of sin, then all need such punish- 
ment, for all are sinners. But sin reigns 
only in the mortal body, and he that is 
dead is free from sin. 

Hence, it follows, that death, the death 
of the body, is, to man, the end of sin and 
sorrow 3 consequently, the end of all pun- 
ishment. 

The understanding of soul, body and 
spirit, which are all essentisl to the being 
of man, are full in proof of this point ; for 
as the soul, which is the animal life of the 
body, is extinguished at death, and the bo- 
dy becomes lifeless as any clay 3 so it fol- 
lows, (as to souf and body) that their love, 
and their hatred, and their envy, are now 
perished. Eccl. ix. 6. 

How can it be said, that the day of ones 
death is better than the day of his birth, 
unless death be a freedom from all that sin 
and trouble, into which he was introduced 
by his birth? Now as there is no possible 
exception intimated in the text, we con- 
clude that the day cof every man’s death, 
is preferable to that of his birth: fot as he 
was born into the world subject to vanity, 
to become vain and wretched ; so he goes 
out of the world to be freed from that vani- 
ty and wretchedness. The spirit, the third 
and essential ingredient in the composition 
of man, at the extinction of the soul and 
death of the body, returns to God, who 
gave it. What, then, is there in man to 
suffer afte; death? 

Some brief remarks as to the tendency of 
this doctrine 

Lam sensible, that the unthinking part 


of mankind ; those, who have been traingg e sh 
up in ignorance and vice, and whose ha, i 
ause 


its in sin have become strong ; have aly. 
abused the goodness and forbearance"; “A 
God. They have. always resisted that Rf ndet 
ing on whom their all depended for time ette 
and eternity. But has terror, the denung: a 
ation of endless damnation altered them 
Has the representation of an angry and “ plsel 
avenging God reclaimed them? “No: ke 
far from it, that those dreadful ideas are a 
made the matter of their sport and jellity npu 
Yam decidedly of this opinion, that tha 4 
earthly prince, who is universally just ang : 
good to all his subjects, will have more 
fiiends among them, than he who is unjug 
and cruel: and an impartial prince wil 
have more attached to his interest, than he 
who is partial. The application of this js 





easy. God has been represented as jay- Ny 
ing doomed the greatest part of mankind mg 
to endless terment 3 and as_ having desivy. whi 
ed the final felicity of only a part of the vad 
human family. Now is it not evident, 
that such a representation of the universal c 
Ruler, has given disgust to the greater part, a 
at least, ef his subjects? Because thes a 
subjects will consider their Supreme Role; Tl 
both partial and unjust. But when he is | 

represented as good unto all, and his ten. 8 


cer mercies as being over ail his works; the Hi, y 
satisiaction will be more general and the ap- 1 
probation of the divine character more sii- 
cere. Ilence the doctrine of universal r- 
conciliation has the advantage of all oth- 
ers in dissuading men from a licentiou 
life. But it is not the judgment of menon- 
ly, that must be satisfied 5 but the heart: 
must be effected with this universal good: 
ness of God. The latter are true Universi: 
ists, the former are such only in name. 
Epiror. 





To Elder Hermon Jenkins, Freewill Bay 
tist Preacher, in Bethany, and its v 
cinity. 

Sir—Being informed by one who hear 
you, and on whose veracity I place the 
fullest reliance, I am constrained to addres: 
to you a few remarks on your preaching in 
Middlebury, where you made mention 0! 
my name, and misrepresented a converss- 
tion I held with you, in September last. 

You asserted in your sermon, in Middle- 
bury, (as my informant states) that I said 
| that all men did work righteousness, and 
\that Universalists did all hold in this 
way.” _ Sir, I consider a man to be mean- 
ily and miserably employed, when under 
| pretence of preaching the gospel of peace; 
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e should spend the time in misrepresenting 
is neighbor, to gain strength to his own 
quse. 

It would be much more to your credit to 
nderstand what the gospel is, and comport 
etter with your zeal, by mixing it with 
nowledge, than to spend your time in mis- 
presentation, which is a near neighbor to 
nisehood. Your assertion, Sir, is a mis- 
ke; 7t is not true. I will not consider 
a wilful transgressien of yours, but shall 
apute it.to your zeal, which appears to 
ave a lack of knowledge. 

I strictly believe, (and this is what I 
i] you,) that there is none that doeth 
oud, or worketh righteousness ; how you 
wuld turn it, that] said, that all worked 
ichteousness, is a little paradoxical. I 
0 account for this blunder only in this 
ay: Your preaching is law; do and live 
ine tenor of it; work righteousness and 
vushall be saved. Now I suppose that 
ur mistake arose in this way: You be- 
eve that those and those only, who work 
shteousness will be saved, and, because 
believe that all men will be saved, you 
and tell folks, that I said all men did 
ork righteousness. 

There are crimes, Elder, which ought 
be punished by the judges ; but in the 
resent case, I feel so charitably disposed 
hat I wish no penalty to be inflicted, and 
»l! only advise you, in future, to declare 
entifully the thing as itis. Job xxvi. 3. 

E.p1ror. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

Mr. Eprror: To all but such as are un- 
er bondage to error, the rapid advance- 
bent of liberal principles in every part of 
ir country, must afford indescribable plea- 
re. From our friends in the eastern 
ates, we learn, that our cause advances 
ith as much rapidity as its most devoted 
ieads could desire. Its progress, howev- 
r,is not attended with that “ zeal without 
nowledge,” which has generally accom- 
anied the spread of error; but with a 
rm and undeviating step, it marches for- 
ard, and will continue so to da, till light 
id truth shail cover the earth, as the wa- 
‘ts do the sea. 

In return for the welcome intelligence of 
i¢ prosperity of Zion’s cause at the east, 
e ace happy to state, for the encourage- 
entof our distant brethren, that in this 








together” upon the great subject of ourcom- 
mon salvation, and the result of investiga- 
tion is ever favorable to our cause. 

In this country, our friends, or rather 
the friends of impartial grace, are numer- 
ous and respectable ; and almost daily there 
are additions to our numbers, of such as 
will, we trust, be hereafter saved from that 
damnation which ever follows close upon 
unbelief. But this blessing is not confined 
to this place alone, The writer of this ar- 
ticle, has recently received many commu- 
nications from our brethren in Ohio, and it 
is with emotions of gratitude and joy, that 
we learn of them, that the rays of divine 
light have broken upon the inhabitants of 
our sister state, and that the “ darkness ob- 
scureth it not.” Br. Williams, of Portage 
county, under date of July 20, gives the 
pleasing information, that societies profes- 
sing our faith, are numerous and. extensive 
in that part of the vineyard, and that they 
have only to lament the scarcity of labor- 
ers. From our very souls we rejoice at our 
prospects,and hail with emotions of unspea- 
kable joy, that glorious period, which must 
shortly come, when a knowledge of the onc 
true God, shall pervade the whole earth.— 
The Lord God omnipotent reigneth, and 
error, and delusion, and bigotry, and sw- 
perstition must be done away, and succeed- 
ed by the universal prevalence of “* peace 
on earth—good will to men !” 


A FRIEND OF TRUTH. 





For the Gospel Advocate, 
Explanation of Heb. iv. 9. 

There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God. | 

It has generally been supposed that this 
passage maintains the idea that a few, who 
are or shall be chosen, or elected to salva-~ 
tion, or who shall in some way become the 
favorites of God, shall enjoy rest and hap- 
piness in another mode of being to the e- 
ternal exclusion of all others. This text 
is often used by those who hold to a limit- 
ed salvation, to support this notion; and 
therefore it becomes necessary to examine 
it with attention. 

That heart must be dead to every emoe 
tion of sympathy, that can reflect with com- 
posure upon even the probability that such 
construction of the text may be true. The 
idea is abhorrent to every good feeling, to 
suppose that unnumbered millions of our 


ction of country, our success is no less | fellow beings are never to find rest for the 
attering. All but the few who are chain- sole of their feet. Therefore I am confi- 
down by their creeds to the traditions of dent, that every feeling heart will accompa- 


heir fathers, are now disposed to “ reason 


ny my endeavors to explain this passage 
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in a way different from what we have been | 


accustomed to hear from the desks of those 
who assume the title of orthodox, with an 
ardent prayer for success. Without spen- 
ding time unnecessarily, I shall attempt to 
give a brief, though plain explanation of 
the subject under consideration. 

The apostle, it should be remembered, 
addressed his language to those Jews who 


had received the truth as it isin Christ.— | 
Hence, he says in the context, “ For we | 


which have believed, do enter into rest.” 
The idea here expressed is maintained in 
thany other parts of the bible, and amounts 
to the same as to say “there is joy and 
peace in believing.” Whoever believes 
the gospel, (which may be fully expressed 
in the words of the messengers who pro- 





for;” but ver. 25. “I would not,brethre 

ye should be ignorant of this myster ; . 
ye should be wise in your own salt leg 
blindness in part hath happened cri 
until the fulness of the Gentiles ge. 
in; and so all Israel shall be saved 

Hence, then, it is evident, that thes 

maineth a rest for that part of Israel] ol 
had not yet entered into the enjoymey 
of those blessings contained in the ; a 
of Christ. ." 





Por the Gospel Advocate 
: REVIEW OF 
(f4 * 
a A sermon on future punishment: 
delivered at Cleaveland and Euclid, Ohio 
J fj y on A 
on Lord’s Day, February 2d and oth 4 





claimed it of old, and is simply good news D. 1824. By Rev. Stephen I. Bradstrer 
or glad tidings, which shall be to all peo- A. M. Published by request. Cleaveloni 
ple,) enters into the kingdom of peace and printed by Z. Willes, 1824.” pp. 3), | 
rest, and rejoices in the light and liberty of (Continued from page 222.) 
the children of God. I) is evident, then,] Mr. B. after quoting a Lae . 
from the context, that the apostle, and his| parable of the wheat and va . bie: 
brethien, to whom he addressed the lan-' at page 17, Luke xiii. 24—28 Ang a 
guage of the text under consideration, were ; endless punishment will be the f Let: 
then in the enjoyment of the rest of which ‘human beings. The passage we In 
he speaks ‘I'his being understvod, it will | ransesibe: ae the pt at need 
be no very difficult task to ascertain who his tines, nor sail I sa . st ’ 
those were whom he denominates the “peo-! since all agree that it ie pe th 4 
ple of God.” It cannot be to those whom riod of time as is spoken of in ra las 2 
he wrote, for they were, as we have seen, | of the 25th of Matthew. The barn ns p 
then actually in the enjoyment of that’ common large Bibles sue Se sel from the 274 
rest. It willnot be said, by those who pos-! verse, here quoted to Matthew ilies 
sess but a moderate share of candor, that! (which happens to be Mr. B’s sages i 
there remained a rest for those who then] instance) a, parallel sth 2 ia : 
were in the possession of it. Therefore wej can be no doubt in any yee “ “a 
are led to inquire, who were those for whom } that they are both to be ‘on sahil 
this rest remained ? A plain and incon-' They both allude to the time of the all 
trovertible answer can be given to this | of the Son of man with his holy alll 
question. There remained a rest for those | which I have already twice sh ee t have 
who did not then believe. Who were those | taken place about 1700 years sinc. 
who did not then enjoy this rest ? Ans. | At pages 17 and 48 ag gee 
rad people of God—the Jews. It is well! the parable of the rich man and Lanate, 
a et ees christian, that in proof of the continuance of punishment 
, requently denominated, in | a case when we have no evidence that ! 
the scriptures, the “ people of God ;” and ! will ever begin ! My readers will at le! 
this fact of itself, is enough to prevent an ‘say, when we have “terpe” a little at this 
honest man from taking from that people part of Mr. B’s. testimony that it furnishes 
their name and applying it to himself, and proof of incongruity of thought on the pat 
the few whom he supposes are more holy ‘its author. In examining this arable, le! 
than others. - The truth is, that instead of. us first look at the word hell [ the 20u 
the doctrine of a partial salvation being’ verse. The preachers of ae resent’ (3 
supported by the text, it evidently affords ‘ make great use of the word hell, in their e 
the strongest evidence in favor of an impar-, deavors to frighten children &e. and fet 
tial and universal deliverance from sin and people ever attend to its real meaning. A 
all its-consequences. _The doctrine of the this text, the word, in the Greek. is hade: 
text, exactly agrees with what the apostle that has been translated hell in our versic! 
says in another place; see Rom. xi, 7. “Is- of the scriptures. Now this word hades" 
rael hath re obtained that which he seeketh ' ther did or did not mean a place of punist 






















wient, to those who used it, and it becomes 
us to see which. The learned Dr. Camp- 
bell, of the Church of Scotland, and princi- 
pal of Marischal College, Aberdeen, has 
written much upon the script res, general. 
ly, and upon this word in particular, He 
‘was an advocate of endless punishment, yet 
he positively denies that this word hades 
does mean a place of punishment. In this 
opinion Dr. Campbell is supported by all 
the able commentators upon the subject, who 
themselves believe that the doctrine of end- 
less punishment is true. Certainly such 
testimony will weigh very hedvy against 
Mr. B. for it comes from his own class of 
believers. They all concur in saying that 
hades, which in this parable is translated 
hell, means the grave or place where ail de- 
parted spirits go, whether good or bad.— 
What Mr. B’s. researches have been that 
he has not discovered this it is not my prov- 
ince to inquire; but certain it is that the 
fact is known to most readers, notwithstan- 
ding it has escaped his observation. Hav- 
ing now shown that this word fed in the 
parable does not mean a place of punish- 
ment of any kind, } might dismiss this part 
of my subject; but as I wish to treat Mr. 
B. with all possible fai:ness, I will admit 
his position, namely, that hades does mean 
a place of punishment, and the reader will 
then be better able to see whether his view 
is erroneous or not. Upon Mr. B’s. own 
plan, then, hades means a place of misery 
or punishment, in the world of spirits.— 
Now if this is the case, then, in the parable 
before us the rich man was thrust into it 
very improperly, as he had not been judg- 
ed. Mr. B. has much to say on “the day 
of judgment,” as he expresses himself; but 
this man had no advantages of such judg- 
ment, being sent straight to hell, the mo- 
ment his breath left his body. And then 
the great gulf Mr. B. makes much use of 
to prevent his culprit’s escaping from hell 
to heaven; and he urgently tells his read- 
ers that it cannot be crossed by either party. 
But how is it, then, that this poor, damned 
soul, after having suffered from the time of 
his death to “ the day of judgment,” alength 
of tyme not yet ascertained; can stand be- 
fore his maker to haye a trial? Such stu- 
pidity of thought, in Mr. B. or others, is 
truly astonishing ! 

From this digression I return to the word 


hades, rendered in this parable hell; and: 


allowing Mr. B’s. meaning of the word, pro- 
ceed to the conclusions flowing from such a 
position. This word hades is used eleven 
times, in the New Testament, and the fol- 
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lowing are a few of the texts where it oc- 
curs: 1 Corinthians, xv. 55. “O death 
where is thy sting? O hell where is thy vic- 
tory ?” But stop, says the reader, you have 
misquoted this passage, on purpose to de- 
ceive: it does not read O hell, but “Q 
grave.” So it does stand “O grave” in 
our English Bibles, reader, but I am not 
accountable for that. It is hades in the 
Greek, which is here translated grave; and 
in the parable of the rich man, &c. it is ha- 
des in the Greek, but hell in the English. 
Is not one as much fell as the other? Here 
hell is triumphantly asked “where is thy 
victory ?” which would not be done if hell, 
or hades were always to have dominion.— 
Again—Revelations, vi. 8. “ And I looked, 
and behold a pale horse: and his name that 
sat on him was death, and hell, [or hades} 
followed with him.” Here,’ reader, you 
see Mr. B’s. hell possessing the powers of 
locomotion, which it exercises in following 
a pale horse, with death mounted upon it. 
The reader must sec that this hel/, or hades, 
is no other than grave, which always comes 
after death. Again—Rev. xx. 15, 14. 
“ And the sea gave up the dead which were 
in it; and death and hell [ hades} delivered 
up the dead which were in them; and they 
were judged, every man, according to his 
works. And death and hell | hades] wer 
cast into the lake of fire. This. is the se- 
cond death.” Here we see ir. B’s. hell, 
the same in which the rich man was put 
without a trial, completely rooted up and 
cast into a lake of fire. Well may we now 
ask “ O hell, where is thy victory ?” Mr. 
B. says that “Satan” has never been able 
to get across the gulf mentioned in the par- 
able of the rich man, for want of a path; 
but one would think that either while Mr. 
B’s. hell was following the pale horse from 
place to place, or when it was finally pluck- 
ed up to be cast into the lake of fire he 
might have effected his object. Who this 
* Satan” is I confess I know not, for I can 
find no account of any being, of that name, 
(for “ Satan” does not mean a being) in the 
Bible; but if such an animal there is, we 
must presume that Mr. B’s. plan of a “day 


of judgment” will bring him across the gulf 


with the rich man for trial. It is almost 
impossible to refrain from a smile upon an 
occasion like this; and nothing could pre- 
vent save that pity we are obliged to feel 
for the mental blindness of such as cannot 
see their way more clearly than Mr. B. has 
done upon this occasion. 

At pages 18 and 19 Mr. B. quotes 2d 





Thessalonians, i. 6—10. when those that 
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know not God, &c. are threatened with ev- 
erlasting destruction, &c. AT THE TIME 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heayen, with his mighty angels, &c. 
{ must here quote again, and for the 
THIRD time,the proof that that time is past, 
and that of course the text has nothing to 
do with the state of our spirits after they 
leave the body. At the time when the 
Son of man should come in his glory, 
with his angels, THEN was this punish- 
ment to be inflicted. Now, when was it ? 
Answer, “For the Son of man shall come 
in the glory of his Father, WITH HIS 
ANGELS; and THEN he shall reward 
every man according to his works. Verily 
[ say unto you, there be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they 
see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 
Matthew, xvi. 27,28. Can anything be 
plainer? But stop! Here, in the very next 
paragraph of Mr. B’s. discourse, comes the 
same story again, which has so often been 
refuted ; namely, that the last part of the 
25th of Matthew refers to a time not yet 
come! In this paragraph, (page 18) Mr. 
B. refers us to verses 41 and 46, inclusive, 
which he says all “ rational commentators” 
consider as refering to “the day of judg- 
ment,” This reference includes in it the 
text which Mr. B. has prefixed to this very 
discourse; and I have already shown, by 
scripture, in the beginning of this review, 
that the time of the coming of the Son of 
man, &c. and of the passing that sentence 
(which Mr. B. and every body else admits 
to be the same time) is already past. In 
doing this I have subjected myself to the 
epithet irrational commentator, I suppose, 
according to Mr. B. but this I cannot avoid, 
as the Bible is too explicit upon this point 
to leave any uncertainty as to the time.— 
The scriptures I quoted at the beginning of 
this review so clearly fix the meaning of the 
25th of Matthew to temporal things and e- 
vents, that I shall hardly be excusea for 
consuming the time of my reader in again 
going over the same ground. But should I 
gverlook this part of Mr. B’s. discourse I 
might give rise to the remark that it is not 
answered. I shall avoid the possibility of 
this,by just referring to the texts which sup- 
port my view of the subject ; but which I 
shall omit to transcribe, having once, in the 
beginning of this review, copied them all. 
They are, Matthew, x. 23: Matthew, xvi. 
27, 28: Mark, viii. 382 Mark, ix. 1: 
Mark, xiii. 24 to 30 inclusive: Luke, ix. 
26,27: and Luke, xxi. 25 to 32, inclusive, 
all which the reader is requested to exam- 


ine in connexion with this part of the subs, 
| ject. 

REASON. 
(To be continued. ) 





From the Christian Intelligencer, 
THE EASTERN ASSOCIATION. 


' This Association met at Farmington, Me. 
June 23, 1824, and chose Br. Janez Woop- 

MAN, Moderator, and Br. Russetu StREE- 
‘TER,Clerk. ‘She Societies in Belfast, Can. 
‘ton, Eddington, New Sharon, Palmyra and 

Readfield were received into fellowship.— 
| Letters of Fellowship were granted to Brs. 
Henry Hawkins, George Bates and Thom- 
'as Dolliff, as preachers of the gospel, and 
| Br. Alvan Dinsmore, was ordained to the 
work of the christion ministry. 





EPISTLE FOR 1824. 

The Ministers and Delegates, composing 
the Council of the Eastern Association 
of Universalists, for the current year, to 
brethren of like precious faith, scattered 
abroad, send christian salutation and ben- 
ediction : wishing you Grace, Mercy ane 
Peace from the infinite fulness of Him, in 
whose presence are pleasures forever. 
more. 


BreTuReEN— = 

Under the guardian care and benignant 
| smiles of * our Father in heaven,” we have 
| been permitted, again to assemble in annu- 
lal Association. The occasion was inter- 
esting and joyous, ina high degree. We 
received “ showers of refreshment from the 
presence of the Lord.” All circumstances 
seemed to combine, to render the meeting 
comfortable and delightful. During the 
night, the rains fell copiously to water and 
refresh the parched bosom of the earth— 
through the day, the air was sweet and se- 
rene—the country around us, presented the 
appearance of a garden enamelled with 
flowers and fruits—the brethren, at whose 
request we had there convened, received 
us with cheerfulness and liberality—the 
council was as full as could be expeeted, 
and the worshipping congregation numer- 
ous, orderly and attentive. It may be 
said in truth, “ We took sweet counsel to- 
gether, and walked to the house of God, in 
company.” In our deliberations, the ut- 
most harmony prevailed. No root of bit- 
terness luxuriated among us. We could 
say with David, “Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity. It is like the precious 








eintment upon the head—as the dew of 











Hermor, and as the dew which descended 
upon the mountains of Zion ; for there the 
Lord commanded the blessing, even life 
forevermore. The brethren, in this State, 
was duly appreciated, and we doubt not, 
will be a theme of rejoicing to our absent 
friends. ‘The work in which they have en- 
gaged is important and arduous, and, in ad- 
dition to the felicities which we hope they 
will experience in a sober, virtuous and pi- 
ous course of life, they also need the en- 
couragement and support of their brethren 
in Christ, wherever God, in the order of 
his providence, may cast their lot. Both 
in relation to them, and the young Brother, 
who was publicly ordained to the work of 
an Evangelist, we would observe, that, in 
receiving them as fellow-laborers and breth- 
ren, in the cause of Jesus, in the midst of 
an opposing, persecuting and unbelieving 
world, we bid them welcome to the joys of 
the gospel, thus inscribed, No cross, No 
CROWN.” 

The formation of several new societies, 
and their reception into our connexion, is 
cause of congratulation to all who take an 
interest in the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
Those who have long professed the faith of 
the sospel, and, amidst the machinations of 
of priestcraft, the assaults of fanaticism, anc 
the prevalence of infidelity, have remained 
the sentinels and advocates of eternal truth, 
will feel themselves encouraged and streng- 
thened, by the prevalence of the word of 
life, and the corresponding exertions of 
their friends and brethren, in various pla- 
ces. They will entertain cheering hopes, 
that the few societies which have been or- 
ganized during the last recess of the Asso- 
ciation, will prove to be but preludes of 
more extensive co-operations, for the pro- 
motion of the best of human purposes ; that 
before another annual meeting, many such 
religious bodies will be constituted, and 
the present ingathering appear, asa few 
drops, compared with a copious shower.—- 
For the encouragement of our friends, who 
bave not as yet organized themseives into 
society, it may be remarked, that, in most 
places, where organization has taken place, 
the number of those who were ‘willing to 
unite in the profession of ** the Faith once 
delivered to the saints,” has exceeded the ex- 
pectations of those, who stepped forward, 
in so gloricus a work 
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them. Though their enemies may rage 
and endeavor to overcome them, they will 
be found invincible; “ five will chase an 
hundred, aad an hundred put ten thousand 
to flight.” Itis obedience to the gospel of 
Jesus, that imparts gigantic strength to sol- 
diers of the cross. But, however formida- 
ble our ranks may be to our foes, while we 
are clad in the armor of virtue, temperence, 
fortitude and truth, let us deprive our- 
selves of these, and like Sampson, shorn of 
his locks, we become weak and powerless; 
an easy and acceptable victim to the fury 
of those religious Philistines, with whom we 
are surrounded. As “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God” is fast 
spreading in the earth, it behoves all those 
whose hearts are now illuminated, to come 
forth in the strength of the great “ Captain 
of our salvation,” take an active part in this 
glorious warfare, that when Jesus shall tri- 
umph over all his opposers and reconcile 
the world unto God, they may share in the 
glory of his victory, and “ be glorified to- 
gether with him.” Let no one sleep, since 
the day is at hand ; and now is our salva- 
tion nearer than when we believed. 

The reports which were received from 
different directions were gratifying, and 
strengthened the convictions which the 
friends of order and good regulations have 
had, at every returning anniversary, that 
systematic co-operation among brethren of 
the same religious sentiments, is as essen- 
tial to the prosperity and success of their 
common cause, as of any other, in which 
they might be engaged ; and that we may 
not present a painting of our religious state 
and standing, fairer than the original, it 
must be given as the opinion of the Coun- 
cil, that much remains yet to be done.— 
There are too many brethren unorganized 
into society ; too many towns where there 
is no ministration of the word of lifes; too 
many instances of Societies having become 
extinct, or neglecting to assemble in their 
religious capacity, on the Sabbath, for so- 
cial prayer, singing, preaching and other 
christian exercises. ‘Too little attention is 
paid, in many places, to the moral and re- 
ligious education of children and youth.— 
Therefore, for our own profit and the good 
of the rising generation, we offer these seri- 





ous suggestions, in humble hope and pray- 


If believers majn- | erfulness that God would sanctify them to 


tain a life as becometh the gospel, though | all hearts, to whom these christian greet- 
their number be small, they may hopefully | ings shall come. 


engage, in rearing, establishing and perpet- 


Brethren in the Lord—But one remark 
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conscience, that we maintain “ a conversa- 
tion as becometh the gospel of Christ,” “in 
all things adorning the doctrine of God our 
Saviour.” Among our opposers, whether 
from the pulpit, the press, or the private 
professor, the principal, and almost only 
objection, which is confidently raised a- 
gainst our doctrine, is, its immoral or l- 
centious tendency! Every thing else, has 
been, and may again be, met, and refuted 
to the satisfaction of the more enlightened, 
liberal and serious part of the community. 
And shall we now hesitate, for amoment, in 
relation to the course to be pursued, as it 
respects this last and most noisy of all ob- 
jections? Let us meet it manfully, with 
the incontrovertible, all-convincing argu- 
ment of a virtuous and holy life, and we 
can triumph in being “ conquerors, and 
MORE than conquerors, through him that 
loved us,” and hath given us eternal life. 
O! may God in mercy enable us, to hear 
and perform “the whole duty of man; to 
fear God and keep his commandments.” 
And now, may the showers of infinite 
grace continue to descend on all herein ad- 
dressed, and all the families of the earth, 
till the whole posterity of Adam are sancti- 
lied, saved and embosomed in everlasting 
dliss. 
Per order, 


R. STREETER. 





Commendable Liberality.—A_ circum- 
stance has recently occured in this village, 
which reflects the highest honor upon the 
good sense and christian candor of the 
members ef the Methodist church in this 
place; and for the spiritual peace of Chris- 
tendom, we sincerely hope this example 
may be followed by all denominations of 
the disciples of Christ, whenever occasion 
may require. Mr. Ozias Foster, a mem- 
ber of the Methodist church, in regular 
standing and an approved exhorter, having 
become a conscientious believer in the doc- 
trine of Universal grace, has been permit- 
ted, peaceably to withdraw from the Meth- 
odist connection, without expulsion, with- 
out denunciations and anathemas, and with- 
out any attempt to disgrace him for an hon- 
est opinion. ‘The reason assigned by his 
Methodist brethren for this course of con- 
duct, was that they had no charge against 
him for immoral conduct, and of course 
that he hasa perfect right to stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made him 
free; or in othér words, that no peaceable, 
upright man should ever be molested for 
mere matters of opinion —IHer. Salvation. 
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"From the Philadelphia Gazetteer. 
ON THE DEATH OF A WIFE. 


How shall I tune my harp—since thou art 
fled, 

My much loved Mary, with the silent dead ; 

What’s now my life without thee, or what joy 

Like thy sweet presence can my hours em- 
ploy ? 

My lonely hours, in sad progression run 

Without one ray of hope or joy to come. 


Scarce eighteen summers had adorned her 
face, . 
Warmed every sense, and wakened every 
grace: 

Her eye looked sweetness—gently heav’d 
her breast, 

Her shape, her motion, dignity express’d, 

And to this fair, this finished form was 
joined, 

The softest passions—with the purest mind. 


Such wert thou, Mary—fairest, fondest 
wife, 

A Guardian Angel—comfort of my life. 

Oh! best of wives—that Heaven e’er gave 

. to man, 

TIow shall my widowed heart thy loss sus- 
tain. 

Oh ! fatal stroke—the cruel Archer sent, 

Which pierced one heart, and twain two 
bosoms rent. 

But hush my soul—be every murmer still, 

And bow submissive to Jehovah’s will: 

For though in thee should every comfort 
fade, : 

?T was his most righteous will—and be that 
will obey’d. 





e- > By request of our bretliren in Ohio, 
Notice is hereby given, that “ The North- 
ern Ohio Association of Universalists” will 
meet on the 18th of August next, at Raven- 
na, Portage county. Ministering brethren 
in the adjacent places, particularly from the 
western parts of New-York, are earnest- 
ly invited to attend. 





go> Br. Evenrerr will, next sabbath in 
the A. M. deliver a discourse, in compli- 
ance with the request of a friend, from the 
parable of the “ laborers in the vineyard” 
Matt. xx. 1—16. A discourse noticing the 
death of Mr. Wm. Bb. Grant will be deliv- 
ered in the P. M. 








PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY 
IN ADVANCE—H. A. SALISBURY, 





PRINTER. 








